
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

pectoral fin base with cycloid scales, other part of head naked. 

Sensory canals and pores present on head; longitudinal 

pattern of sensory-papillae rows on cheek; a pair of short 

sensory papillae just behind chin. Head and body pale grayish 

brown, very bold dark line proceeding from posterior portion 

of eyes along sensory pore path to first dorsal origin and a 

dark stripe connecting both the eyes anteriorly. 

Ecology: Found on coral rubble areas at the depth of 2 m. 

Distribution: Eastern Indian Ocean and Indonesia 
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The butterfly fauna of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

has not received much attention. Although more than 150 

species of butterflies have been recorded in the Andaman 

groups of islands (Ferrar 1951; Khatri 1989; Soubadra Devy 

et al. 1994), nothing is known about their status, distribution 

and ecology. While conducting a study on the animal resource 

base available to the Jarawas of the Andaman Islands, on May 

10,2002, at around 10:20 hrs, I came across a swarm of tawny 

brown butterflies crossing the busy road of Port Blair in the 

south-north direction. 1 counted about 37 individuals per 

minute from a vantage point. The same swarm was observed 

near the Netaji Stadium, Port Blair, and near the Secretariat, 

all proceeding towards north. Later, I identified the species 

as the Small Leopard Phalanta alcippe Cramer. 

Williams (1938) had listed 66 migrant species from 

India. He did not list the Small Leopard in his list, although 

he reported the Common Leopard Phalanta phalantha 

(Drury) as a common migratory species of India and Sri 

Lanka. Wynter-Blyth (1957) had also not included the Small 

Leopard among migratory species. 

Apparently, the onset of the south-west monsoon in 

the southern Andamans could be the main reason for the 

initiation of this migratory behaviour, on May 11-12, 2002. 

Even during a drizzle, this species moved with ease in small 

aggregations comprising two or three individuals flying at a 

height of 1-2 m above the ground level. 

The Small Leopard is a locally common butterfly 

mostly found in the forested tracts of the southern Andamans. 

During my stay in September-October 2001 and April-  

May 2002 the population of the Small Leopard butterfly 

in the Jarawa Reserve was fairly good and evenly 

distributed. 
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